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Holiness — Meaning something or someone that has been separated from the common
for a plan.

God’s Holiness — Unique manifestation of His incomparable being and His blameless,
faultless, unblemished moral purity. To say that God is holy, is to say that He absolutely
pure.

Isaiah 6:2-5

2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And the
foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was
filled with smoke. 5 And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am a man of unclean lips,
and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal
that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said:
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

Revelation 4:2-8

2 At once | was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on
the throne. 3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the
throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders,
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came
flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were
burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 and before the
throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each
side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first
living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature
with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the
four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within,
and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”

Holiness reveals a gap between humanity and the divine.

Exodus 3:3-5

3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.”
4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take
your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”

Exodus 26:31-33
31 “And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen.
It shall be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it. 32 And you shall hang it on four



pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver. 33 And
you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark of the testimony in there within
the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy.

Cf. Exodus 28; Leviticus 16; 21; Numbers 18

If you’re impure, his holiness is dangerous.

God gives Israel a solution to become pure, specifically ritually pure. They were to
separate themselves from anything dead, certain bodily fluids, and certain animals
because these things would contaminate the person.

It's not that these things are necessarily sinful, but you could not come into God’s
presence impure. There are very specific instructions, Leviticus, about how to become
pure. Leviticus 11 (clean and unclean animals); 12 (Purification After Childbirth); 13-14
(Leprosy); 15 (Bodily Fluids)

Jesus was the human embodiment of Gods holiness.

Hebrews 7:26-28

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need,
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of
the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Hebrews 8:1-7

1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy
places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have
something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there
are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow of the
heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by
God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown
you on the mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on
better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been
no occasion to look for a second.

Hebrews 9:11-14

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the



blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God,
purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

Matthew 27:51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.

Jesus would touch people who were impure (Mark 1:40-45 skin diseases, Matthew
9:20-22 chronic bleeding, and Luke 7:11-17 dead people) and make them whole.
Instead of these impurities transferring to Jesus, his purity transfers to them and
heals their bodies.

God’s holiness is what separates Him from all other beings, what makes Him separate
and distinct from everything else. Holiness is not something that we possess as an
inherent part of our nature. We only become holy in relationship to Christ. It is an
imputed holiness. Only in Christ do we “become the righteousness of God” (Cf. 2
Corinthians 5:21).

Discipleship Homework:

Consider God’s holiness this week. How will knowing this attribute change the way you
worship Him?

Prayer and Reflect on these verses:
2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

1 Peter 1:13-16

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but
as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written,
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

Our faith in the good news of what Jesus has accomplished empowers us to live holy
lives.




