Grace & Mercy (Part 6)
5/29/22

Sufficiency of Grace

2 Corinthians 12:1-10

1 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, | will go on to
visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in
the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that
cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man | will boast, but on my
own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if | should wish to
boast, | would not be a fool, for | would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that
no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me
from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from
becoming conceited. 8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should
leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, | am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak,
then | am strong.

Sufficient (Greek, arke0) to be satisfied, to be content.

2 Corinthians 11:24-30

24 Five times | received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three
times | was beaten with rods. Once | was stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a
night and a day | was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers,
danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the
city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and
hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food,[b] in
cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of
my anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is made to
fall, and | am not indignant? 30 If | must boast, | will boast of the things that show my
weakness.

James 1:2-4

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

This lifelong process of resting in God’s grace builds a confidence to fully trust
the sufficiency of Jesus.

2 Corinthians 3:4-6



4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are
sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from
God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

| want to encourage you to keep standing in faith and trusting God’s character—that He
IS gracious.



